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and more men and women coming together  in  meetings.    This
seems to me quite a normal situation.

That brahmachaiya which can be observed only by living in a
forest is neither Irahmacharya nor self-control Many would like
to live in a forest. Everyone will find such solitude beneficial in
some measure. But it is to be sought in order that it may help
one in reflection and in striving for self-realization, and not for
one's safety. He alone who, though living in the midst of the
busy world, is unaffected by its concerns is a man of self-control
and lives in safety.

The walls which were erected in the old days may have been
necessary in those times. But we see in Europe in these days that,
though large numbers of men and women mix with great freedom,
they are able to preserve their moral character and purity. If
anyone believes that it is impossible to preserve one's purify in
Europe, he betrays his utter ignorance. It is true, certainly, that
it is difficult for us to preserve our purity in Europe. But the
reason is not that women enjoy great freedom in Europe, but that
people there look upon enjoyment as the only good in life.
Moreover, we are not accustomed to the freedom that obtains
in Europe in these matters.

The example of Europe is useful to us only to a certain ex-
tent. To follow it in every respect would be dangerous. My aim
in referring to it is merely to show that the idea of association
with women being reprehensible in all circumstances, or its being
sinful for a man of self-control, is not true at all times and in all
places.

In introducing .whatever reforms are necessary in our cul-
ture, we should take into account the general atmosphere in our
country. On the one hand, we have to introduce reforms in the
conditions of women's life and, on the other, we have to guard
against any harmful consequence during the transitional stage.
We shall also have to take some risks. I have received complaints
from one or two places to the effect that all is not well there. I
have been inquiring into the matter to the extent that it lies in my
power to do so.

According to me, it is desirable for a man and a woman to
avoid being alone together at all times and in all places, in
order to safeguard their purity. If the relationship is pure, there
is no need for privacy. There is need for reform in our education,
our speech, our diet and our habits. The very thought of our
obeying in modern times some of the injunctions of the Shastras
which were laid down for their times makes me shudder. As it